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R 120655Z SEP 73 
FM AMCONSUL CAN THO 
TO RUMJIR/ AMEMBASSY SAIGON 0663 
INFO RHMSMVA/USDAO AOSOP-OR SAIGON 
RUMMRGA/U SS AG NAKHON PHANOM 

CONFIDENTIAL CAN THO 0713 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: MOPS VS 

SUBJECT: TRI PHAP - MANEUVER AND COUNTERMANEUVER 

1. SUMMARY: VC ACTIVITY HAS INCREASED SOUTH OF THE VC 
CONTROLLED AREA TRI PHAP VILLAGE (VIC XS 0467) (KIEN TUONG) 

IN NORTHWESTERN AND CENTRAL DINH TUONG IN RECENT WEEKS. 
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IN RECENT DAYS, MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE ARVN 7TH DIVISION 
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HAVE CONCENTRATED IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN DINH TUONG. 

IN NORTHWESTERN AND CENTRAL DINH TUONG IN RECENT WEEKS. 

IN RECENT DAYS, MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE ARVN 7TH DIVISION 
HAVE CONCENTRATED IN NORTHERN AND WESTERN DINH TUONG. 
ALTHOUGH THIS MAY BE A PRELUDE TO AN ARVN INCURSION INTO 
TRI PHAP FROM THE SOUTH, OPERATIONS SO FAR APPEAR TO BE 
DIRECTED AT INTERDICTION OF VC SUPPLY ROUTES AND STRENGTHENING 
OF GVN OUTPOSTS IN THE AREA. END SUMMARY. 

2. VIET CONG MANEUVERS. IN RECENT WEEKS, VC ACTIVITY SOUTH 
OF TRIP PHAP (THE HEART OF VC BASE AREA 470) AND IN CNTRAL 
DINH TUONG HAS MEASURABLY INCREASED. IN AUGUST, NINE 
OUTPOSTS IN DINH TUONG SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST OF TRI PHAP 

WERE OVERRUN OR EVACUATED, EQUIVALENT TO THE NUMBER OVERRUN 
IN THE PRECEDING SIX MONTHS. THE VC HAVE DEVELOPED NEW SUPPLY 
ROUTES BOTH IN CENTRAL DINH TUONG AND NORTHWEST OF TRIP PHAP 
ALONG THE KIEN PHONG-KIEN TUONG BORDER. AUGUST WAS ONE OF THE 
MOST ACTIVE MONTHS OF VC ACTIVITY IN DINH TUONG SECTOR SINCE 
CEASEFIRE I, WITH A RECORD NUMBER OF 21 1 ATTACKS BY FIRE AND 
95 GVN KIA. 

3. GVN MANEUVERS. MAJOR UNITS OF THE GVN 7TH DIVISION HAVE 
MOVED INTO NORTHWEST DINH TUONG, SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST OF TRI 
PHAP IN RECENT DAYS AS FOLLOW: 

BNS OF THE 14TH REGIMENT (OF THE 9TH DIVISION BUT 
PRESENTLY UNDER 7TH DIVISION OPERATIONAL CONTROL) MOVED INTO 
NORTHEAST CAI BE AND NORHWEST CAI LAY DISTRICTS, SOUTHEAST OF 
TRI PHAP (EARLY SEPTEMBER). 

THE 1 1TH REGIMENT MOVED NORTH FROM EASTERN KIEN TUONG 
TO NORTHERN CAI LAY AND KIEN GIANG (SEPTEMBER 7). 

THE 10TH REGIMENT REDEPLOYED FROM KIEN TUONG TO DINH 
TUONG, AND IS NOW CONCENTRATED IN NORTHERN CAI BE DISTRICT JUST 
SOUTH OF TRIP PHAP (SEPTEMBER 10). 

THE 7TH DIVISION RECONNAISSANCE UNITS REMAIN TARGETED AGAINST 
THE KIEN PHONG-KIEN TUONG BORDER VC SUPPLY ROUTE BETWEEN 
CAMBODIA AND TRIP PHAP. 
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4. COMMENT: THE NEXT FEW DAYS SHOULD REVEAL WHETHER ARVN IS 
SIMPLY RESPONDING TO INCREASED VC PRESSURE, OR IN FACT PLANS A 
MAJOR OPERATION INTO TRIP PHAP. 7TH DIVISION SOURCES ESTIMATE 
THAT A SERIOUS INCURSION WOULD REQUIRE FORCES RANGING FROM TWO 
REGIMENTS TO A DIVISION. A FORCE OF THAT MAGNITUDE IS NOW 
CONCENTRATED IN THE AREA SOUTH OF TRI PHAP. 

LEHMANN 
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